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_ CASE OF HOMICIDAL MONOMANIA. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgica) Journal.} 


Ts case was brought forward for trial at the October term, 1849, of the 
Kalamazoo Co. Court—His Honor, H. G. Wells, presiding. -The decla- 
ration for the people set forth that upon the evening of the 26th August 
preceding, the respondent had caused the immediate death of his son, a 
- young man of 23 years of age, by striking him upon the head with an 
axé. It was further declared that the murder was premeditated, and 
committed under circumstances which especially demanded the highest 
nishment decreed by the law. ‘The prisoner’s counsel admitted the 
cts of the murder, but as a bar to conviction, entered the plea of irre- 
sponsibility by reason of partial insanity. , , 
It appeared in evidence, that on the evening of the 26th of ee 
the respondent was seen walking backwards and forwards on the long 
timbers of an uncovered bridge, without coat or hat, and making mo- 
tions with his hands like a person about to dive into the water. Several 
individuals immediately started in pursuit of him. On seeing them he 
left the bridge, and running through the bushes for a short distance jump- 
ed from a high bank into the river. One of the individuals in pursuit; 
hearing the splash, and directed by bubbles which he saw rising at a 
particular spot, dove in and succeeded in bringing him to the surface, but 
with much resistance on the part of the prisoner. “ Mr. K.,” said the 
witness, “ what are you doing here?” “Qh,” said elie must let 
me die—I ought to die—I have killed him—ought to die—killed him— 
poor boy, never told a lie in all his life.” Said he was up there dead 
in the store. “I set him to copying an unimportant letter, and then 
came up behind him arid struck him with the axe on the head and killed 
him instantly ; he never knew what hurt him.” “TJ struck the axe on 
the floor first, and groaned ; he looked around, and said, ‘ are you sick, 
father?’ I said nothing; poor boy, if he had had common sagacity he 
must have suspected it.” ‘The axe is on the bridge.” ‘ He copied 
one letter before I could get my mind up to the sticking point.” He 
told his other son that he had intended also to kill him, but could not get 
at him. Said that he had resolved to kill his sons some time before, but 
could not get up to the point to do it. When asked why he killed his 
son, he answered, “ because the poor boy could not take care of hims 
—he would starve to death, and we should all starve.” On entering 


| 
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the store, which was locked, the body was found lying near the desk 
upon the floor, with the partially copied letter upon the desk ; the axe 
also was found upon the bridge, all coinciding with the account of the 
prisoner. ‘The skull was fractured in several places, evidently caused 
by some heavy and sharp instrument. ‘The wounds, also, were upon the 
back part of the head. There were some signs of life still remaining, 
A physician was sent for, but the unfortunate young man never revived 
so as to speak or manifest knowledge of anything that was going on. 
It was shown that the axe was borrowed from a neighbor, at or about 
night-fall, by the prisoner, and at the time of the coroner’s inquest it 
still showed stains of blood. When first taken from the bridge, there 
was a little hair adhering to it. | 

The coroner’s jury returned, as a verdict, that the deceased came to 
his death by blows, from an axe, inflicted by his father while laboring un- 
der insanity. This verdict was acquiesced in by the public for a time; 
but as, after a few days, Mr. K. returned to his ordinary business trans- 
actions, and manifested all bis usual sagacity in the management of his 
affairs, evincing none of those eccentricities by which the insane are dis- 
tinguished at a glance, public suspicion was aroused, and he was arrested, 
lodged in jail, and held to answer for the crime of wilful and premedi- 
tated homicide. : 

When the trial came on, and for some time previous, there was no 
attempt on the Bai of the prisoner to act as insane, even if there had 
been before. Public gaze was directed to no such object as we instinc- 
tively expect to find in the criminal’s box in a trial for murder ; no thick- 
lipped, ferocious-looking villain, with shaggy eyebrows, receding fore- 
head and occipito-cervical region disproportionately developed—but to a 
calm, quiet, elderly man, with a high, broad forehead, slightly bald, me- 
lancholy countenance, and an air which inspired veneration. His fea- 
tures wore that peculiar expression by which the medical man at once 
suspects persistent chronic suffering or organic disease. 

t appeared in evidence, that on the day of the murder, at about 3, 
P. M., he had a chill of ague; that this was followed by a high fever, 
and that he was urged by his partner in business (Mr. E., the witness) 
to. send for a physician, but that he peremptorily refused. Within an 
hour of the time of the murder, Mr. E. had given him some medicine 
(tr, camph.) in the store. Although: urged to go to bed, he obstinately 
refused to do so, but kept moving about. In the morning after, his 
family physician was sent for. This gentleman, Dr. U., testified that 
he found the prisoner with greatly-augmented heat of the head, the eyes 
suffused, the face flushed, the pulse hard and frequent, but the extremi- 
ties cold. ‘The tongue with a white coat, bowels confined, urine high 
colored. Complained of the usual pains in the back and limbs, but par- 
ticularly of violent pain in the head—at the vertex, Ordered him bled 
(blood had buffy coat), gave a cathartic, and ordered it followed by qui- 
nine to check the paroxysms. . Dr. U. had treated the patient previously 
for dyspepsia and for a diabetic affection. Two years previously he had 
spoken of the prisoner as a person likely to become.insane. There was 
@ spot on the vertex of the head which was always above the tempera- 
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ture of other parts. His hearing at times was much heightened in acute- 
ness. He was of a melancholic habit, subject to fits of abstraction, va- 
cant stare, quick, abrupt mode of speaking, and the peculiar unsettled 
appearance of the eyes of an insane person, | 

Cross-ecamined.—Did not bleed from the idea of his being insane, 
but from the strong determination of blood to the head. The ague 
would aggravate insanity if present. Have seen many cases of insanity. 
in asylums and in private practice. : 

Several witnesses testified to the fact that the prisoner had been sub- 
ject to dyspepsia for a number of years, that he passed constantly large 
quantities of urine, often nearly a pailful during a single night, being 
obliged to rise every half hour. The urine was not saccharine—was of 
a brownish-yellow color, and deposited a plentiful sediment. Restriction 
to an animal diet did not palliate the difficulty. He had been treated 
by several distinguished physicians in the State of New York, without 
relief. When this disorder was worse, he was more subject to great de- 
pression of spirits, forgetfulness, abstraction and perverted sensation. 

Two years previous, when returning home from a journey, he met his 
partner at this place (twelve miles from home ), called him to his room, 
then sat down without saying anything for a few minutes, staring in a 
vacant manner, and then suddenly exclaimed—“O my daughter! O 
my poor son!” Said that he was strongly influenced to kill himself; 
that it was a mean thing for a man to do, but he could not help it. Wit- 
ness asked him—are you not unwell? He answered, “yes, I am un- 
well. O my poor daughter! O my poor son!” Witness took him in 
his buggy and carried him home. On the way his mind was diverted, 
so that he became quite cheerful. 

He had a daughter in the New York State Lunatic Asylum, who was 

declared hopelessly insane. His father was partially insane for some 
time previous to his death. His delusion was on the subject of clothes ; 
thought that they were all worn out, and that he should be obliged to 
go naked. To pacify him, they employed persons to sew, on clothes, 
every time he was about, and afterwards take them apart. The father 
died of a urinary difficulty. 
_ Several persons testified to the prisoner’s loss of memory at times ; so 
much so, that he did not recognize his nearest neighbors. He had been 
president of a bank, and also cashier in Central New York, and did 
business with remarkable facility and precision. In contrast with this, 
it was testified that about ten days previous to the murder, some young 
ladies came into the store and purchased two or three shillings worth 
of goods, and handed him, with some other coins, an English shilling. 
Prisoner said it was the strangest piece of money he had ever seen: 
Witness then told him what it was, but he said he thought not, and 
handed it back to them. They gave him a half dollar. He then asked 
them how much they had traded; they answered ; but it was a long 
time before he could make the change right, although there was plenty in 

Witnesses testified that, although constantly with him, they had never 
seen him in a passion, and that he was not in the habit of drinking. 
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Always kind to his family. ‘The partner of the prisoner testified that 
while he was talking with a friend, two or three weeks previous, the 
prisoner manifested unnatural and childish curiosity about who they were, 
and what they were talking about. About the same time he came in 

eat haste to Mr. E., and inquired, “ Did you see him? The man 
rom Buffalo. They are all starving there—they want some flour, and 
there is not a pound in the mill. _ Did not you see him—a ghostly-look- 
ing creature?” To satisfy him, Mr. E. took him to the mill and show- 
ed him that there was one or two hundred barrels there. ‘The prisoner 
then ordered fifty barrels to be sent up to his house. ‘This idea of star- 
vation, and particularly of his own family, was frequently manifested up 
to the day. of the murder. 

In rebutting the evidence for the defence, the prosecution showed that 
Mr. K. had done business every day, and had in most instances, at least, 
shown all his usual sagacity ; that he had given directions as to various 
repairs going on about the mill with excellent judgment; and that even 
on the day of the murder, he had transferred real estate and property to 
the amount of eight thousand dollars, and had drawn up the papers 
with perfect accuracy in the usual form. The County Register’s book, 
im which the deeds were recorded, was brought into court, and the trans- 
fer read to the jury. 

It was shown that the deceased son was extravagant in his habits; 
that his father had procured him several eligible situations with a high 
salary, but which he had lost by mattention to business; that he had a 
quarrel with his father a few years since, which very much wounded 
the old gentleman’s pride; that he had contracted marriage against 
the prisoner’s wishes, and without his consent; that it was but a short 
time previous that this affair had come to the knowledge of the father ; 
that, the year previous to his return home, the young man had become 
much involved, and the prisoner had advanced money to a large amount 
to free him from his difficulties. ‘The prosecution also endeavored to 
show that the talk of the prisoner about his son and family “starving to 
death,” arose not from any delusion, but from the fact that his son was 
really incompetent to gain a livelihood ; that in fact there was no delu- 
sion, but that the words brought forward to prove it, were merely strong 
expressions of the dissatisfaction, with which an active, indefatigable 
man of business, viewed the actions of a spendthrift; that the motive 
was to be found in the desire of an overbearing, avaricious man to get 
rid of one who was a leech upon his property; that the attempted sul- 
cide of the prisoner was induced either through sudden remorse, or; 
more probably, was feigned in order to hoodwink the eyes of justice. 
The counsel argued, further, that the minute detail of business which 
the prisoner was capable of entering into, as shown by the evidence, 
was incompatible with any degree of insanity which should excuse him 
from responsibility ; that it could not have been during the delirium of 
ague, since the kind of excitation of mind therein manifested, is alto- 
gether diverse in character ; that if there was any insanity, it was simply 
moral insanity, for which the law does not release responsibility. ‘The 
proof of profound organic or functional disease was no evidence of in- 
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sanity at the time ; for, if it really exists, why is he sane now? » That the 
«wildness of look,” “shaking of the head,” talk of the famine in | 
Buffalo, &c., were mere feints—an artful simulation of monomania by a 
man who had studied his part. ~ 

Several other points were made, but as they only tended to show that 
the respondent was to a very remarkable extent in possession of his 
usual mind, which was readily granted by the defence, it is unnecessary 
to specify them. : 

marks.—This case, taken with all its circumstances, appears to me 
one won of note in the history of the medical jurisprudence of in- 
sanity. Having been called as one of the medical witnesses in this 
trial, it may not be improper briefly to recapitulate the grounds on which 
I felt constrained to give an opinion decidedly in favor of the defence. 

1. The insanity of the prisoner’s father and of his daughter—tending 
strongly to show the hereditary character of the disease.* 

2. The melancholic temperament—strongly marked. His age, 56. — 

3. Change of character, gradually becoming more striking for the 
two years preceding the murder ; the prisoner becoming absent minded, 
forgetful, not recognizing even his intimate acquaintances ; loss of power 
of calculation at times, failure to make out, in day-light, a coin which, 
from his previous business engagements, it is impossible but that he should 
have known, &c. &c. 

4. The exalted sensibility of the organs of special sense, particularly 
of the ear, the wild vacillating stare of the eyes, which had been no- 
ticed as becoming more and more remarkable for a long time prevjous. . 

5. The persistent augmented heat of a particular spot upon the head. 

6. The diabetic and dyspeptic difficulties. ‘There were no evidences 
of organic disease of either the stomach or kidneys. If functional only, 
as all the medical gentlemen who examined the prisoner believed, 
whence that disturbance of function? At the origin, course or termina- 
tion of the special nerves? All know the profound sympathies which 
exist between the stomach and the brain, and between the elements 
of the urine, in excess or deficiency, and the same organ, Could such 
a very great amount of urine, depositing a plentiful sediment, be excreted 
without involving disturbance of important organs, the brain as well as 
others? I am not aware that this point has ever been raised in medical 
jurisprudence, and it is hoped that the suggestion may elicit further dis- 
cussion. 

1. The tendency of the ague to exasperate any predisposition to cere- 
bral disturbance. It is not necessary to suppose that the act was com- 
mitted in the ordinary delirium of the febrile stage. i 

8. The delusion with reference to the famine in Buffalo, and the 
man who had come after flour while there was no flour in the mill. Yet 
there was, and he must have known it. His strange order at the same 
time to his partner, to have fifty barrels sent up to the house. His ap- 
prehension that his family, and particularly his sons, would “starve to 
death.” 
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_ * The court very rly alowed evidence to be addaced on this point, although it has often 
been denied.— Vid, Chitty, Med. Jur, i. 355, 
t It was testified in court that he was worth at least $30,000, 
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| 9. From this fate, with the usnal reasoning of a monomaniac, he ig 
—mduced to save both his sons and himself by taking their lives and 


his own. 


10. The object a near relative, a son to whom he was evidently much 
attached. | 

11. The delusion could hardly have been feigned. Monomania is 
difficult to simulate. Simulators of insanity always overact their parts— 
their ideas are more incongruous than those of the really insane person. 
If they affect monomania, they labor to make it striking in its appearance, 

12. With the abatement of the physical disease by appropriate treat- 
ment, the mind gradually came to a more natural balance. 
It is doubtful whether this: unhappy man will ever regain health so as 
to remove danger of a return of monomaniacal delusion. Yet there are 
those, even here, who look upon him, since his acquittal by the jury, as 
a monument, not of enlightened advancement from @ barbarous and 
bloody legal code, but of the power of wealth and standing to enable their 
possessor to commit crime of the most atrocious character, and yet escape 


unscathed from justice. J. Apams ALLEN. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. June 18, 1850. 


DR. WILLIAMS’S OPERATIONS FOR CATARACT. 
[Concluded from page 425.] 


Case {1.—Extraction of Cataract by Section of the Superior Half of 
. the Cornea. 

Mr. H., the subject of the operation, was aged 68 years, by profes- 

sion a mariner. 

He has undergone an operation for cataract in the right eye, by the 
method of displacement ; but the pupil is irregular and cornea somer 
what cloudy, and he is unable to find his way except with the assistance 
of a cane. | 

A cataract has also formed in the left eye, and for two years, he says, 
he has been unable to distinguish even the features of his wife. Vision 
is a little better at dusk or in cloudy weather, but is almost totally extinct. 

The pupil contracts and dilates very sluggishly. Behind it the lens 
is seen, offering beautifully distinct radii of a dull white color, with a 
slight glistening pearly appearance of its anterior surface ; a shade of 
amber is visible at the centre, behind the opaque radii. 

The pupil dilated toa moderate extent under the influence of bella- 
donna, showing the same appearances more strongly marked. The lens 
is evidently nearly or quite im contact with the posterior surface of the iris. 

Though the anterior chamber offered less than the average dimensions, | 
preferred to operate by extraction, as that method appeared to-me to be 
indicated at his age, and in the semi-hard form presented by his cata- 
ract, as well as by the limited success which had followed an operation 
by displacement, doubtless faultlessly performed, in the right eye. 

The patient was ordered to take a dose of ol. ricin. the morning of the 
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day previous to that fixed for the operation, in order that his intestinal 
canal might be so completely evacuated that he would not be under the 
necessity of going to stool for some days after the operation, the effort 
of defecation being dangerous before the wound of the cornea is firmly 
united. ‘The ext. belladonna was also applied about the margin of the 
orbit, that the pupil might be fully under its influence. 

The 2ist May, 1850, the day appointed, was cloudy.and misty, but 
the patient was in good health and spirits, and I judged it best not to 
postpone the operation. A man of great firmness, he exhibited the most 
perfect self-command, and was unwavering in his confidence that the 
operation would be attended with perfect success. Drs. Parkman, H. 
O. Stone, Buckminster Brown, W. H. Thayer, L. Parks, and Hatch, and 
Messrs. Shaw, Herrick, Baker, Hodges, Wolcott, Otis, Lincoln and 
Mackieson, favored me with their presence at the operation. ‘The pa- 
tient was seated on a low chair in front of a window, and I placed my- 
self before him on a chair of ordinary height, so that his head was about 
on a level with my chest. 

I depressed the lower lid with the first and second fingers of the left 
hand, whilst the head was supported and the upper lid raised by one 
of the gentlemen present, whose kind and skilful aid contributed very 
much to the success of the operation. Rather a broad-bladed cataract 
knife, of the pattern preferred by French operators, was made use of, 
and introduced with its edge upwards, at the outer margin of the cor- 
nea, exactly in its horizontal axis. It was carried rapidly and steadily 
across the anterior chamber, its blade being kept parallel to the iris, and 
the counter puncture was made precisely opposite the point where it en- 
tered the eye. ‘The cornea at this spot had become opaque in a 
limited extent, apparently by a deposit into its substance, which conside- 


- rably increased its hardness. This offered so much resistance to the 


edge of the knife as greatly to impede its progress, and in this moment 
of delay the iris fell somewhat in front of the edge of the instrument, 
an accident which I had regarded as not unlikely, from the flatness of the 
cornea and smallness of the anterior chamber. I endeavored to disen- 
gage it by gentle frictions upon the cornea with the point of a finger, but 
without success, and I therefore relinquished my intention of completing 
the section of the cornea with this instrument. An incision had been 
made at the point of counter puncture, towards the inner angle of the 
eye, sufficiently large to allow the small probe-pointed cornea scalpel to 
pass through it. I ext attempted to pass this scalpel across the anterior 
chamber to the point of counter puncture, and then to complete the sec- 
tion of the cornea by a single movement. The repetition of the pro- 
lapsus of the iris prevented this, and | was compelled partially to with- 
draw the instrument, and to enlarge the wound, towards the temporal 
side, by several strokes with the instrument towards the upper edge of 
the cornea. After thus making three small euts jn an upward direction, 
I was able to pass the little scalpel through the point of counter punc- 
ture, and to complete the flap at one stroke. The form of the flap was 
perfectly regular, an exact semi-circle. 


I immediately passed the needle for the division of the capsule (the 


> 


ordinary curved needle of Scarpa) across the whole breadth of the flap, 
mtroducing it from above down to the diameter of the semicircle. Then 


drawing it a little towards the temple, its point entered the anterior 


chamber, the convexity being turned towards the iris, that this membrane 
might not be wounded. Arrived in the field of the pupil, the point was 
directed towards the capsule of the lens, which was incised in several 
directions. Withdrawing the needle, I made very gentle pressure, through 
the lower lid, upon the lower part of the globe, but the pupil having 
contracted during the section of the cornea, prevented the exit of the 
lens. I therefore allowed the lids to be closed, and gave the patient 
a few moments of rest. The lid was then again carefully raised, 
and the very gentlest pressure caused the lens to escape. Not a parti- 
cle of the vitreous body was evacuated. ‘The lens was arrested for an 
mstant within the lips of the incision of the cornea, but immediately 
dislodged by the curette placed at the other end of the handle of the 
needle. As the upper lid was relinquished, it passed beneath the flap, 
and turned it outwards and downwards, completely everting it. It was 
instantly returned to its proper position. by means of the curette. 

The old man exclaimed, ‘I see you! I see the sashes of the win- 
dow! Oh! how bright and beautiful everything seems.” Satisfied with 
this assurance that the operation had succeeded, he was carefully led to 
his bed, and directed to lie down upon it, backwards, without any sud- 
den movement, and without stooping to remove his stockings. 1 then 
raised the lid, to be sure that the edges of the wound of the cornea were 
in exact apposition, before placing the strips of court plaster to secure 
the lids. Both eyes were then closed, that the motions of the eyelids of 
one eye might not induce similar movements in the other. I could not 
obtain entire immobility, for the patient was unable to control a tendency 


to winking, which was constantly going on, spasmodically, notwithstand- 


ing his efforts. : 

I directed 40 drops tinct. opii to be taken at bed-time, and ordered 
that a person should sit beside him during the night, to prevent him 
from carrying his hands to his eyes during sleep, and to apply com- 
presses wet with cold water if any pain was experienced. The room 
was darkened. ‘The operation was executed at 4, P. M. 

22d.—Patient slept a little. Has had no pain, and therefore no ap- 
plications have been made to his eye. The eyelids were neither red nor 
swollen, and I therefore allowed the adhesive straps to remain undis- 
turbed. I directed him not to talk or rise, and to take nothing exeept 
thin gruel. : 

23d.—Although a watcher remained with him during the night, I found 
all the straps of court plaster had disappeared. Patient said he had per- 
spired freely, but I could not learn the precise time when the plaster 
was detached, nor how it happened that the strips had entirely vanished. 
The eyelids were natural in appearance. The lids being thus set at 
liberty, I examined the eye, to see that no mischief had occurred, and 
found everything in a satisfactory condition. The edges of the corneal 
incision were perfectly in contact, and the amount of injection of exter- 
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persons standing around his bed, and counts, accurately, the number of 
fingers [ hold before him, | 
26th.—For the last three days I have each morning removed the strips 


of court plaster, and washed the lids with warm water to free them from 


the accumulated secretions. The wound, of cornea looks well, and 
vision improves as the injection of the eye diminishes. His hands are 
secured every night, that he may not touch his eyes. He had no fe- 
cal evacuation until the 25th. Broth and rice have been allowed. 

29th.—Discontinued the use of the strips of court plaster, as the 
wound in the cornea is apparently firmly united. ‘There is some injec- 
tion of conjunctiva, and the secretion of mucus is slightly increased, but 
there aremo symptoms to give rise to uneasiness. I now allowed him to 
rise and walk about the room, cautioning him to avoid stooping or any 
yiolent or sudden movement of the head. To use three or four times 
a-day a few drops of a collyrium containing zinci sulph., gr. iv. to 
the ounce of water. 

June 15th.—The cicatrix of cornea is scarcely perceptible, and would 
not be distinguished from an arcus senilis. A very slight partial injec- 
tion of the conjunctiva still remains ; but, notwithstanding this, the patient 
distinguishes even rather minute objects about the room with clearness, . 
without the aid of glasses. With double convex glasses of four inches 
radius, he can read large letters, and readily distinguishes the stripes and 
colors of a cravat, worn by a gentleman in the room. He can read an 
ordinary print, with difficulty, by using glasses of two inches focus and 
bringing the paper quite near his eyes. It is but little more than three 
weeks since the operation, and yet further time is necessary to perfect 
its result; which I propose to accomplish by allowing him to exercise 
his eyes in a moderate light, without employing spectacles. When his 
sight has thus become fortified, glasses of proper strength will be allowed. 

June 28th.—Vision has continued to improve, and with proper glasses 
he sees near and distant objects with almost as much disiinctness as ever. 


Case IL].—Operation for Cataract with two Instruments, through the 
Cornea and Sclerotica at the same time. 2 

Mr. P., aged 28 years, student of medicine, lost the sight of the 
right eye, some years since, from amaurosis as he supposes. Afterwards, 
about five years since, he had severe internal inflammation in this eye, 
for which he was treated by a distinguished practitioner of this city. 
About two years since, cataract began to form, and it now fills the 
entire field of the right pupil, which is largely dilated. ‘The cataract 
is of a cream color, and in contact with the posterior surface of the 
irs. ‘The capsule appears to be thickened and opaque, and its contents 
seem to offer different degrees of consistence, the inferior layers appear- 
ing denser and less translucent than the upper. It is impossible to de- 
termine the precise degree of softness which may exist. The eye is 
evidently disorganized to such an extent that no hope may be entertain- 
ed of a restoration of its function; the iris having lost its healthy fibrous 
aspect and brilliancy of color, the pupil become expanded and motion- 
Jess, and the perception of light entirely absent, But I advised an ope- 
ration, for the purpose of removing the deformity created by the presence 
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of the cataract. Its dull white color and large size gives a most disa- 
greeable expression to the countenance, and, as it 1s impossible to con. 
ceal its presence, it attracts observation on all occasions, greatly to the 
annoyance of the gentleman. 

The other eye is quite well formed and healthy. Applications of ext, 
belladonne produce a slight effect upon the pupil of the affected eye, so 
that it can be seen to be free from adhesions to the capsule of the lens, 
except at its lower and inner side. 

Operation, 27th April, 1850. I was favored with the presence of 
Drs. Parkman, H. O. Stone, York, Weston, and Messrs. Hodges and 
York. The ordinary lance-shaped curved needle, held in the left hand, 
was introduced through the sclerotica, and carried around the @pper edge 
of the lens to its anterior surface. The point was then turned towards 
the capsule a little above its centre, and an attempt made to penetrate 
and incise it. Its toughness was, however, such, that the lens was in- 
clined backward and carried downward towards the position it should 
occupy after reclination, without its being perforated by the’ needle. 
Owing, perhaps, in part, to adhesions to the inner border of the pupil, 
partly to the fluid state of the vitreous body, the lens would not remain 
in this position, but returned to nearly its former situation. A second 
attempt to incise the capsule, and to remove the lens to a distance fiom 
the field of the pupil, resulted in a similar manner. 

Wishing to effect, by some means, an incision of the capsule, and 
thus to subject the lens to the solvent action of the aqueous humor, J re- 
signed the lower lid to Dr. Parkman, and took a second lance-headed, 
straight needle, which had been held in reserve by one of the gentle- 
men. I continued to guide the needle already in the posterior cham- 
ber, with my left hand, and with the second needle, held in the right hand, 
I perforated the cornea, and carried it through the pupil. The lens be- 
ing supported by the first needle, I was now able to incise it to a small 
extent with the second, and by pressing the lens between the two in- 
struments, a small portion, of nearly fluid consistence, was evacuated. 
By this time the anterior chamber was emptied, by the discharge of the 
aqueous humor, and as the cornea, iris, and anterior surface of the cap- 
sule were thus brought into contact, I was unable to effect anything 
more with the second instrument. It was withdrawn, and, after another 


ineffectual effort to displace the lens, the first needle was also removed — 


from the posterior chamber. 


During the operation, at the moment of the reclination of the lens, 


I noticed that the whole of the upper part of the interior of the posterior 
chamber presented a white appearance, instead of its ordinary dark color. 
Several of the gentlemen were able to perceive the phenomenon. This 
could no longer be observed some days after the operation, the roof of 
the ocular cavity gradually acquiring a dark appearance. 

Compresses wet with cold water were ordered to be applied to the 
‘eye. Considerable, but not excessive sclerotical and conjunctival injec- 
tion followed the operation, but the symptoms entirely disappeared in 
‘the course of a few days. 


June 12th. I have seen Mr. P. from time to time, and at each in- 
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terview have been able to perceive that improvement had taken place. 
The lens has diminished in size and retired further back from the pupil, 
and it continues steadily to diminish. An oozing of its substance 
through the incision of the capsule is constantly going on, appearing un- 
der the form of thin flakes surrounding the aperture. More than half 
the pupil is now free, and the blank expression formerly existing is almost 
entirely. removed. Even if no further diminution in the size of the lens 
should take place, the advantage gained by the operation is very decided; 
but there is every reason to predict that the cataract will have nearly 
or entirely disappeared, in the course of a few weeks, from the field of 
the pupil. 


EXTRAORDINARY LENGTH OF UMBILICAL CORD. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—Having met with a case of labor a few weeks since, in which 
the umbilical cord was much beyond its common length, I send youa 
brief account of it for insertion in your valuable Journal, if you deem 
it of sufficient importance to be recorded. 

The parents were both Irish and healthy. The mother short, thick, 
and stout built ; fleshy, about 30 years of age, weighing from 150 to 160 
lbs. The father was quite the reverse : very small, slender, spare habit, 
33 years of age, and would probably weigh 90 or 100 Ibs. 

There was nothing remarkable in the labor (although it was some- 
what lingering from want of uterine contraction), with the exception 
of the protrusion of the cord, which took place previous to delivery, 
but without any injurious consequences. 

The umbilical cord measured five feet and nine inches in length, and 
was entirely free from the spiral, varicose, or knotty appearance, observa- 
ble in most cases. It was very thin or small in circumference, and per- 
fectly flexible. Its great length led me to observe it more particular! 
than I should otherwise have done. The child appeared as though it 
might have suffered from deficient nourishment, and although it had a 
large frame, it might very appropriately be termed a raw-boned child. 
There was great deficiency in the development of the adipose sub- 
stance and muscular tissue, the skin hanging quite loosely from the limbs, 
attracting, as it did, in a marked degree the attention of attendants as 
well as myself. Whether the small size of the cord operated as an ob- 
struction to the passage of sufficient nourishment to the child (as some 
writers have suggested in other cases) others can judge as well as the 
writer. 

The probable weight of the child was from six to seven pounds; and 
had it been plump and fleshy as children usually are, with its frame 
should judge it might have weighed ten or twelve pounds. Although it 
appeared languid and feeble for a few days after it was born, it soon im- 
proved and assumed a healthy and robust appearance, from an abundant 
supply of nourishment at the breast. 

Boston, June 20th, 1850. G. Newron Tuomson, M.D. 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Sterling Castle-—From Edinburgh, a steamer was taken at a new-pier 
now being constructed on the Frith of Forth, for Sterling Castle. On 
stepping from the carriage at the landing, before going on board, each 
_ passenger is required to pay a penny toll, which goes into the pocket of a 
great Scotch nobleman, whose revenue from that source must be very 
considerable. They have a novel method, in this part of the empire, 
of augmenting the income of a landed proprietor. For example, the Duke 
of B owns all the land where the deep water can be reached, above 
Leith, the port of Edinburgh, two miles from the city; and foreseeing 
what an excellent speculation it would be to construct a pier head, had 
influence enough to have parliamentary permission to exact the penny toll 
from passengers, ostensibly towards defraying the expense of his enter- 
prise. All his property is made available by the erection of the wharf, 
while the revenue for wharfage must be equal to four or five per cent. on 
the entire cost, besides the extra penny of a direct tax upon every individual 
who puts foot on it. Sterling is rich in historical associations. In 
approaching it through the singular windings of the Frith, called the links, 
a grand view is obtained of a series of noblemen’s residences on either 
bank; and the lofty prominence of the castle, in the distance, is singularly 
imposing. It would be a tedious process to relate all that may be seen 
and heard within the walls of that celebrated old fortress. Queen Mary, 
of course, is the standing subject of conversation in all the ruins of Scot- 
land. She seems to have inhabited them all, and left a memorial of her 
existence at each of them. The apartment in which that unfortunate 
woman was crowned, within the mural enclosure, is now in the occupancy 
of the soldiers of the garrison. From several positions, Flodden Field is 
distinctly seen, and the exact places on which the heroes stood, when the 
battle. was raging, are designated. A description of Sterling Castle, which 
should embrace its architecture, extraordinary ornamental EL ate 
the antiquities of the arsenal, in which the veritable sword of Rob Roy 
is suspended, besides thousands of things, insignificant in themselves, 
yet indicating the state of the arts, the prevailing sentiments of the age, 
the chivalry, religious enthusiasm and civilization of the country, through 
many generations, would be a hopeless undertaking. On the route to the 
Highlands, the scenery is varied and striking. The Grampian Hills 
inspire a poetical feeling, even when passing over the gentlest ascents 
upon the trot. Ben Lomond and Ben Ledi, capped with snow, and loft 
as they are, appeared to diminish in size as they were approached. Loc 
Katrine is a narrow body of water, in the when place spread but two 
miles, and about ten in length, filling a gorge between the mountain 
ranges. Although the day was cold and blustering, we were rowed the 
whole length of it in an open boat—the oarsmen, familiar with every refer- 
ence, by Sir Walter Scott, in the Lady of the Lake, to the loch on which 
they earned their subsistence, constantly calling the attention of their 
patrons to them as they came into view. At Callander, a quiet old 
monotonous, thatch-roofed town, near the Trosachs, a fair of a novel 
description was held, on the day of our arrival. It was for the purpose of 
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hiring male and female servants. All, therefore, who wished to go to 
service, and those desirous of procuring them, were gathered from many 
distant parts. Women, barefooted, carrying bundles, were ‘passed late in 
the forenoon six and seven miles from the-scene of activity, wending their 
way towards the mart of trade and rural festivities. Where so many 
people could come from, was a question, since a dwelling was rarely 
discoverable beyond the borders of Callander. One long street of low 
stone houses was quite filled with booths, donkeys, carts, and young 
persons of both sexes in heavy hobnail shoes, chattering upon the topic of 
wages for the coming year. Various games enlivened the scene; while 
the language, ancient and difficult to acquire, unless nursed in among the 
wild passes of the everlasting mountains where it is alone spoken, together 
with the graceful manner of wearing a tartan shawl—both men and boys, 
of all ages, being protected by it from the cold, overcoats not having yet 
usurped a single shoulder—furnished occupation for some hours. Roman 
arms never secured an inch of ground beyond Callander. Remains of an 
entrenchment, raised by Roman soldiers, are still recognized at the foot 
of the Grampians. en Ledi, the haunts of Roderick Dhu, and an 
unremembered series of true and fabled things, rapidly come in sight, 
till the memory is overburdened with the names of celebrated localities, 
legends and tragical memoranda of border warfare, chieftain ambition, and 
the history of clan strife on the hilltops and valleys of the north. Thou- 
sands of sheep are now quietly grazing on the steep sides of the moun- 
tains, where formerly it was the highest pursuit of men to hunt and slay 
their fellow beings. No one can witness the exploits of the shepherd’s 
dogs in these dreary regions, without being delighted with their sagacity 
and tact. So perfectly are they trained, that when directed to go miles 
and drive the sheep in a certain direction, or hunt up a wanderer from the 
flock, they rarely fail to accomplish the mission. While the shepherd is 
lying in some comfortable, sheltered spot, the dogs are carefully walking, 
like vigilant sentinels, here and there and everywhere, keeping their 
charge from straying to forbidden pickings. 

Dumfermline, if the tourist has leisure, might be advantageously visited. 
An abbey here abounds in the vaults of royal personages. In 1818, was 
accidentally opened the very grave of Robert Bruce, who was buried in 
1329. His skeleton, perfectly sound, measured six feet and two inches in 
length. A cast was taken of the head, and then the whole re-buried, 
One or two swords, belonging to that illustrious man, are exhibited. of 
immense length and weight, showing that he must have possessed gigantic 
strength. On leaving Loch Lomond, having completed an excursion 
through the Highlands, there is nothing of note to be observed before 
reaching the monument erected to the memory of Tobias Smollett, M.D., 
the wit, novelist and historian, two miles from Dumbarton, near the river 
Leven—being two slabs of white marble, bearing an inscription by the 
celebrated Samuel Johnson. To the disgrace of the village, now wholly 
given to cotton manufacture, one half the marble, which was let into the 
side of a ‘Tuscan column, is gone, and the remaining half, by its weight, 
is just ready to fall. Smollett was born in this place, which should be a 
matter of pride to the inhabitants. Dumbarton Castle, in the ancient town 
of that name, is a geological curiosity, perhaps unparalleled in the world. 
A basaltic rock, terminating originally in two peaks, rises out of a level 
plain, on the margin of the river, to the height of 560 feet, a mile in 
circumference at its base, the top crowned by a stately fortress, It is one of 
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the four garrisons, which, by the terms of the union, are always to be 
fortified. A more useless expenditure could not have been devised; 
nor a more indolent life imagined than to be an officer or private in one of 
the Scotch castles in the year 1850. 

Lanark.—An old town. Every thing is old in Europe but the children, 
and they are approaching it. All was confusion there, on account of a 
general mustering of a troop of horse, for a week’s drill. Small houses 
were never nearer full than those of Lanark, if all the hand weavers that 
filled the streets were lodged in them. On the front of an old church 
stands a statue of Sir William Wallace, who commenced in this town a 
career of glory, by resisting the arbitrary demands of the soldiery. For- 
merly here stood a Franciscan monastery. A parliament was held here 
in 978, which is indicative of its former importance. About a mile from 
the hotels are the much praised but over-rated Falls of the Clyde. The 
cotton mills of Mr. Owen are near by, a gentleman not unknown to fame 
in the United States. 

Carlisle.—Our peregrinations in Wales, Ireland and Scotland are 
finished, and we are now once more in England. Having jaunted exten- 
sively over various railroads io Great Britain, observing narrowly the 
character of their construction, the geological difficulties that were over- 
come in threading them through spurs of mountains, over streamlets and 
rivers, and also noted the manner of working them, the classification of 
passengers, the expense of cars, &c., it may safely be said, that in our 
country of blessed privileges, flo complaint can reasonably be made against 
the expense of transportation of merchandize or travellers. Here, distinc- 
tion depends exclusively on the number of shillings at command. Each 
train has three kinds of cars—the first, second and third. If the first is 
taken, it is like being shut up in a clean, well-cushioned coach, where the 
occupant is neither able to see much or be seen. In the next, the best 
filled, is a crowd of respectables, who economize, which is effected by 
riding without cushions. In the next, the rabble goes, in an open box 
without seats, on some roads; while, on others, is a fourth contrivance, 
in which the vulgar speed their way at a pennya mile. Luggage is 
graduated in weight according to the kind of car the owner selects. If he 
is too poor or too careful of the pence to patronize No. 1 or 2, his privilege 
in the way of trunks and bundles is small indeed. It is pretty much so in 
regard to professional fees. A small surgical operation on some individu- 
als calls forth profound sympathy and heartfelt anxieties; while a charity 
patient rarely hears an expression of tenderness. Paying well and not 
paying at all, in countries where money is power, cannot at present be 
appreciated in all its overwhelming bearings in democratic America. A 
successful experiment in regard to cheap postage, ought to convince rail- 
way directors that the only hope of saving their property from further 
depreciation, rests on reducing the fares. People will certainly ‘travel 
extensively if the expense is within their means. Instead of raising the 
price on some of the lines in Massachusetts, with a view to increasing the 
receipts, the true policy would be to reduce the rates. 

Whitsuntide is a period of recreation in England, and consequently the 
servants. artisans, farmers and laborers in general, attend fairs, make 
cheap railway excursions, and the welkin rings with merriment. At 
Lancaster, an old town of past importance, the streets were completely 
clogged with booths, children, pedlars and carts. This was Saturday, but 
the next morning the stillness of a Sabbath was apparent. The mayor 
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and city corporation, preceded by beadles in cocked hats, laced coats and 
other tawdry marks of municipal distinction, marched to church, in solemn 
state, having the mace and a great gilt crown at the end of a pole, carried 
in the procession. A particular pew was occupied by those august func- 
tionaries. A huge prayer book, lettered on the corner, ‘ Corporation of 
Lancaster,” was read most audibly by his honor the mayor, who was 
rendered more conspicuous by wearing a gown. 

We visited the English lake scenery, Windermere and Ellswater; went 
to the grave of Wordsworth, who recently died, and examined the house, in 
a picturesque locality, where he had resided. He lies buried in the corner 
of a small churchyard, by the side of his daughter, and the wayward, eccen- 
tric son of his talented friend Coleridge. Next, Matlock, the modern Pe- 
tra, a singular town in a gorge between two lofty ridges, was taken in course. 
The houses rise, one above another, so rapidly, and at such heights, that the 
wonder grows upon the spectator how the occupants get up and down to them. 
Matlock is mainly supported by the manufacture of the celebrated Derby- 
shire spar, into all manner of toys and ornamental pieces. The caverns 
into the mountains, whence the spar is taken, are fearful looking openings 
into the bowels of the earth. There is some kind of mineral water at 
Matlock, a specimen of which, however, was not obtained, that valetu- 
dinarians pretend to take beneficially. Tourists from America should qn 
no account omit going to Matlock, the curiosities of which, geologically 
considered, are wonderful. Excursions may be made from that point to 
Chatsworth, the magnificent seat of the Duke of Devonshire, the agricul- 
tural resources and perfections of which, in connection with sculpture, 
tapestry and paintings, astonish all who have had the pleasure of going 
over the estate. Inthe pleasure grounds, huge rocks, piled one -above 
another in wild confusion, have actually been manufactured artificially, 
by cementing small ones together. Haddon Hall, a property of the Duke 
of Rutland, another show place of less pretension than the other, but 
of interest to the antiquarian and philosopher, is near at hand, besides other 
objects not to be overlooked by a traveller. 


Ancient Law of Massachusetts respecting Practitioners of Medicine.— 
Among the acts respecting chirurgions, midwives and physicians, found 
in the ancient charters and laws of Massachusetts Bay (pages 76 and 77), 
is the following, which, if in “ full force and virtue ” at the present time, 
would cause no slight commotion among the disciples of Aisculapius; and 
ne there would be a less number who would attempt to practise the 

ealing art without the proper qualifications. The sage and grave law 
makers of the “ old colony times” fully understood the difference between 
pretenders and those who were tolerably skilled in the practice of the 
mysteries of medicine. When this law was passed, it was done, no doubt, 
to correct abuses which existed in those times (1649). The clergy, it ap- 
pears, were for a long time performing the double duty of physician to 
ies as well as souls. Other persons were imposing upon the credulity 

of the less informed. There were, perhaps, the natural bone-setters, and 
those who could diagnose disease by the paper of the stars, or the color 
and density of the urine, &c. The act referred to reads as follows :— 
‘“‘Forasmuch as the law of God allows no man to impair the life or limb 
of any person but in a judicial way: It is therefore ordered, that no per- 
son or persons whatsoever, employed at any time about the bodies of men, 


\ 


456 Medical Intelligence. 


women or children, for preservation of life or health, as chirurgions, mid- 
wives, ern or others, presume to exercise or put forth any act con- 
trary to the known or approved rules of art, in such mystery and occupa- 
tion, nor exercise any force, violence or cruelty upon, or towards the body 
of any whether old or young (no, not in the most difficult and desperate 
cases), without the advice and consent of such as are skilful in the same 
art (if any such may be had), or at least of some of the wisest and gravest 
there present, and consent of the patient or patients if they be mentis com- 
potes, much less contrary to such advice and consent, upon such severe 

unishment as the nature of the fact may deserve ; which law, neverthe- 
fens is not intended to discourage any from all lawful use of their skill, 
but rather to encourage and direct them in the right use thereof, and in- 
hibit and restrain the presumptuous arrogancy of such through prefidence 
of their own skill, or any other sinister respects, dare boldly attempt to 
exercise any violence upon or towards the bodies of young or old, one or 
other, to the prejudice or hazard of the life or limb of man, woman or 
child.” 


Cantharidal Collodion.—This new preparation of the active properties 
of cantharides is successfully manufactured in this city by Messrs. Phil- 
brick & Trafton, chemists and physicians’ druggists, at 160 Washington 
street. It possesses many advantages over the cerates, or the tele vesi- 
catorium, which has been quite popular within the last few years. With 
the cantharidal collodion, a blistered surface can be produced in any de- 
sired form or upon any part of the body, without the slightest inconve- 
nience—simply by painting it on with a camel’s-hair pencil. We take 
pleasure in recommending it to physicians, and think it will, on trial, 
prove itself worthy of their confidence. 


Medical Department of the University of Michigan.—This new school 
of medicine, in the University of Michigan, has issued its announcement 
of the order of lectures, for the session of 1850-51. By a wise and libe- 
ral endowment, the medical department presents rare opportunities to the 
student of medicine. Students have only to present certificates of suitable 
sage education and good moral character, to make them eligible. 

o fees are required, except the matriculation one, which is of course 
only paid once. Other important (as the circular states) innovations are 
to be introduced, in order to make the lectures as practical as possible. 
The faculty is composed of medical gentlemen of distinction in the far 
West, who are in every way qualified to perform all that is promised by 
them. Under such favorable auspices, the student cannot fail to acquire 
a good medical education. Our best wishes regarding this noble enter- 
prise are, that it may prove itself worthy of its munificent founders and 


benefactors. 


Tennessee Medical Society.—The transactions of this Society have been 
received. We are gratified at its prosperous condition, and cannot doubt 
but that the greatest good will ever accompany it, while such spirited and 
able gentlemen compose its fellows. They have a way of conducting 
the business of their meetings, that brings owt the members. Some are 
appointed to deliver essays, others to report cases, and in case of their 
failure to attend to the duties assigned them, are respectively fined, and 
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pretty heavily, too. At its last session there were ter members fined for 
the neglect of duty, one ten, and the rest five dollars each. It is, after all, 
the only correct method. The pocket is generally found to be a very sen- 
sitive, if not a vital spot. Were the same rules adopted by our Suffolk Dis- 
trict Medical Society, the funds would increase, or, what is better, the 
members would attend to the duties assigned them. 


New York Medical Gazette and Journal of Health.—The first number 
of a new Journal, with the above title, published in the city of New York, 
has been received. It is to be conducted by Dr. D. Meredith Reese, who 
perfectly understands the wants of medical men in regard to medical in- 
telligence, and other matters in which they are interested. If all that is 
promised in the first number is fulfilled, it will add very much to our 
medical literature, and cause the “ Medical Gazette” to be a harbinger to 
the physician. It is to be issued weekly. We wish the enterprise much 
success. 


Orbital Tumors.—Our foreign correspondent writes, under date of June 
13th, that an unparalleled case of supposed orbital tumors is now at St. 
George’s Hospital, London. Emily Lawley, 25 years of age, discovered 
some three years since that her eyes were becoming protuberant, accom- 
panied with a dull pain in the forehead. From that period to this, the eye- 
balls have been gradually pressed further and further out, till they have 
changed a fair, agreeable face into a most horrible deformity. Both organs 
are forced beyond the forehead, to a frightful extent—the inner angles of 
the lids, at the root of the nose, being three inches apart. All the mus- 
cles have necessarily been singularly elongated about the globes, as well 
as the eyelids, the whole being still under voluntary control, and the func- 
tions of the eyelids being as complete as ever, since in winking, as usual, 
both eyes are perfectly covered, and the tears are conducted off, apparently, 
in the usual manner. For twelve months the poor woman has been per- 
fectly blind. Either the tumors are pushing out from the surface below the 
floor of the sockets, or a discharge of matter is near at hand. She is 
never wholly free from headache, but at times the distress above the nose, 
midway of the os frontis, is almost beyond endurance. No relief can be 
afforded, of course. While some imagine that the tumors shoot from the 
pine the prevailing opinion seems to be that they originate far back in 
the orbits. 


Infirmary for the Treatment of Stammering.—Dr. A. B. Malcolm has 
established an infirmary at 204 Hanover street, Boston, for the especial 
treatment of those who have what is technically called an impediment in 
their speech. His method of cure is based upon ay physiological prin- 
ciples, and complete success, we understand, attends his operations. We 
take great pleasure in recommending him to those requiring his services, 
and can assure them that he will perform all he promises. His adver- 
tisement will be found on another page. 


New Hampshire Medical Society.—At the last Annual Meeting of this 
Society, the following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing 
year: Joseph H. Smith, President; Josiah Crosby, Vice President ; 
Charles P. Gage 


, Secretary ; Silas Cummings, Treasurer. L. M. Knight, 
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M. R. Woodbury, H. Eaton, A. F. Carr, L. G. Hill, John 8. Fernald, 
J. Bartlett, J. C. Eastman, James Batcheller, J. L. Sweat, D. Crosby, 
A. O. Dickey, W. H. H. Mason, J. F. Hall, Cownsellors. J. Carr, G. W. 
Garland, F. P. Fitch, A. Smith, J.*Dalton, E. B. Gale, C. B. Hamilton, 
A. Smalley, G. B. Twitchell, F. Boyden, N. Martin, C. F. Elliott, W. 
H. H. Mason, J. F. Hall, Censors. S, Cummings, J. C. Eastman, E. R. 
Peaslee, J. Crosby, J. B. Abbot, F. P. Fitch, J. H. Smith, Corresponding 
Secretaries. E. Spaulding, A. Smalley, Delegates to Hanover. C. P.. 
Gage, J. C. Eastman, Orators. 

The Committee, consisting of Drs. D. Crosby, A. Smith, J. Batcheller, 
N. Martin, J. Bartlett, J. C. Eastman, E. Carter, to whom was referred 
the subject of the death of Amos Twitchell, M.D., of Keene, late Fellow 
of the N. H. Medical Society, reported the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted. Resolved, That we have heard of the recent 
death of Dr. Twitchell with profound regret. Resolved, That we hold his 
memory in the highest estimation, as one who lived no less an honor to 
our profession, than a noble specimen of our race. Resolved, That in all 
our regrets at his decease, though he died at nearly the limited period of 
human life, we feel happy in knowing, that agreeably to his own ardent 
wish, the full exercise of his extraordinary powers was never in the least 
dimmed, and that the slightest cloud never passed over his mind. Resolved, 
That while we deplore his sudden removal, we would extend to his friends 
and to the wide circle of his practice, our heartfelt sympathy for a loss 
that the suffering and afflicted will only know how fully to appreciate. 

C. P. Gace, Secretary. 


A Case of Cholera in Boston.—On Saturday last, a case of Asiatic 
cholera occurred in our practice. The patient, an elderly gentleman, of 
very regular habits, had been troubled for five days previous with a diar- 
rheea, for which he was induced to try Richardson’s Sherry Wine Bitters, 
which, instead of rendering him any relief, aggravated the diseased condi- 
tion of the bowels. On Saturday morning, shortly after twelve o’clock, 
he began to exhibit symptoms so very unusual, that it alarmed his family 
and friends. At 34 we were called, and immediately recognized his 
malady to be that of cholera. He was soon in a collapsed condition; and 
in spite of the most active and vigorous treatment, sunk gradually until 3$ 
in the afternoon, when he died. The usual vomitings, rice-water 
dejections, and cramps, attended the patient; also the very blue skin, with 
cold clammy sweats upon the surface of the body. We have no fear of 
the cholera being epidemical amongst us, but it behooves the authorities to 
be vigilant in their endeavors to make the city as free as possible from all 
matters which may in the least have a tendency to propagate contagion. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

Transactions of the North Carolina State Medical Society —The minutes of the 
proceedings of the Medical Society of the State of North Carolina, at its first 
aunual meeting, have been received, and show that the Society is now fully 
organized and in a promisiug condition. From an address by Dr. N. J. Pittman, 
it appears.that he was the only delegate from that State to the meeting of the 
American Medical Association in Boston, last year. He was called upon b 
the Society to give ‘‘an account of his stewardship.”” Some portion of his 
remarks are highly complimentary to the profession in these parts, ‘‘ When he 
looked around,” he said, “on the Association and saw so many of the brilliant 
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lights that adorn the constellation of Medicine—so many whose heads had grown 
white in the cause of suffering humanity, he thanked God that he too was a 

hysician, and that it was his privilege to be there. He felt it no sacrifice to have 
loft his business at home to enjoy such a ‘ feast of reason and flow of soul.’ This 
was the first opportunity he had enjoyed of witnessing and appreciating the high 
cultivation, refinement and elegance of New England. In the city of Boston he 
found more health, more industry, more temperance, more wealth, more hospi- 
tality and social virtue than he had ever seen any where.” 

Mothers of the Wise and Good.—‘‘ Mothers of the Wise and Good. By Jabez 
Burns, D. D. Boston: Gould, Kendall & Lincoln, 1850.” Although this excel- 
lent work was not published for the medical reader alone, yet as it is adapted to 
the condition of all, we cannot refrain from bringing it to the notice of our readers. 
The views contained in Dr. Burns’s work, coinciding with our own, we quote some 
of them from his preface. ‘Itis evident that the first and deepest impressions 
are made on the minds of children by mothers. It is under their maternal atten- 
tion that the physical form is gently reared, the intellectual faculties elicited, 
and the moral powers fostered and directed. *** As is the mother, extensively 
and generally, so will be the children. The child will, and must, from the ve 
necessity of things, be powerfully influenced by the maternal character whic 

resides over it. Itis a rare thing to meet with a dull and ignorant child who 
hon had the fostering care of an intelligent mother; so that the province she 
occupies is one of the most important and momentous, to the interests of mind, 
in which a responsible being can possibly be placed.” The body of the work 
treats upon the influence that the mothers of distinguished individuals had upon 
them in their early training. For instance, such men as Washington, Cuvier, 
Isaac Newton, Lord Bacon, Dr. Doddridge, Samuel Johnson, Dr. Coke, and others. 
It is a very useful work, and should be the means of urging forward heads of ~ 
families in their endeavors to rear their offspring in a manner worthy the exam- 
ples therein contained. 

We are under obligations to Dr. George R. Babcock, of Buffalo, N. Y., for copies 
of the Transactions of the New York State Medical Society ; the annual report 
of the Regents of the University on the condition of the State Cabinet of Natural 
History, and the Historical and Antiquarian Collections. Also a series of Lectures 
by I. F. W. Johnstone, F.R.S., &c., upon the generat relations of Science to Agri- 
culture. We have space only to acknowledge the receipt of these valuable docu- 
ments. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Buckland, the geologist, author of one of the Bridgewater 
treatises, has been insane, and is now at an asylum in the country. It is thought that 
he has a softening of the brain.—Dr. J. V.C Smith, editor of this Journal, was to have 
left London for Denmark and Sweden, June 18th —Dr. Sumner, of Hartford, Conn., 
is now travelling in Germany. Communications are expected from him for this 
Journal— Among the proceedings of the Medical Society in Tennessee, was a resolu- 
tion to abolish the use of Latin in writing prescriptions. 


To CorREsPonDENTS.—A paper, giving a description of a New Splint, invented by Dr. 
Clough, of Enfield, N. H., has been received, but for the want of room we are obliged to defer its 
insertion for the present. In-the mean time we may be able to see the instrument in question, and 
give our opinion more fully upon its merits. 


MarrieED,—At Lowell, Dr. Alvin Barnard, of Andover, Me., to Miss Emily A. Marshall, of 
Hillsborough, N. H.—At Brookfield, Dr. Wm C. Williams, of East Hartford, to Miss Lucinda 
Fairchild—At Eliot, Me., Dr. Johnson Clark, of New Bedford, Mass,, to Miss F. E. Hanscome, 
of Eliot—At Royalton, Vt. Levi Rix, M.D., to Miss Lucy Flyn. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, June 29th, 55.—Males, 21—females 34, 
Apoplexy, 1—disease of bowels, 1—~inflammation of bowels, 1—congestion of brain, 1—inflam- 
mation of brain, 2—consumption, 14—cholera infantum, 2—croup, l—=child-bed, 1—dropsy, 2— 
dropsy of brain, 4—erysipelas, l—-typhus fever, 2—scarlet fever, 3—lung fever, 1—brain fever, 1 
—hooping cough, 1—disease of heart, 2—infantile diseases, ¢—disease of kidneys, 1—inflamma- 
tion of lungs, 1—disease of liver, 1—measles, 1—~old age, ]—smallpox, 6—unknown, 1. 

Under 5 years, 22—between 5 and 20 years, 5—hetween 20 and 40 years, 15—between 40 
and 60 years, 10—over 60 years, 3. Americans, 28 ; foreigners and children of foreigners, 27. 
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Rhode Island Medical Society.—At the Annual Meeting of this Society, 
held in Providence, June 26th, the following gentlemen were elected 
officers for the year ensuing: Geo. Capron, M.D., of Providence, Pres’t ; 
Hiram Allen, M.D., of Cumberland, Wm. ‘A. Shaw, M.D., of North 
Kingston, Vice Presidents; James W. C. Ely, M.D., of Providence, 
Recording Secretary; Charles W. Parsons, M.D., of Providence, Corres. 
ponding Secretary; Chas. W. Fabyan, M.D., of Providence, Treasurer. 
Drs. Joseph Mauran, Theophilus C. Dunn, George H. Church, L. M. 
Wheeler, Otis Bullock, J. W. Fearing, Ezekiel Fowler, and Hiram 
Cleveland, Censors. 

Dr. Ariel Ballou, of Cumberland, was appointed Orator for the next 
annual meeting, and Dr. John P. Leonard, of Smithfield, substitute. Dr. 
Chas. W. Parsons, of Providence, was appointed Orator for the next semi- 
annual meeting. Profs. Thomas D. Mitter, of Philadelphia, and Harvey 
Lindsly, of Washington, were elected honorary members. A high] 
interesting and instructive discourse was delivered by Dr. James H 
Eldredge, of East Greenwich, giving a sketch of the medical history of 


that town. The Committee on Registration reported through its chair- - 


man, Dr. Joseph Mauran, that a law has been enacted by the Legislature 
providing for a complete system of registration of births, marriages and 
deaths, substantially modelled after that of Massachusetts. The Commit- 
tee explained some of the details of this law, and the reasons which should 
commend it to the interest of every physician. Dr. Mauran deserves the 
‘thanks of the Society and every friend of science for his great exertions in 
securing the passage of this act. Drs. Mauran, C. W. Parsons and G. 
L. Collins were appointed a Committee to confer with such officers as 
may be appointed by the State, and to assist in carrying out the provisions 
of the law. 

It was announced that the Fiske Fund Premium of $50 for the best 
Dissertation on the History of Medical Delusions, had been awarded to 
Dr. Worthington Hooker, of Norwich, Ct. 

The Trustees of the Fiske Fund propose the following subjects for 
1851. I. Homeopathy, so called, its history and refutation. II. The 
Displacement of the Uterus, its causes and best mode of treatment. 

Several other subjects came up for consideration, and the meeting 
was marked by great unanimity and good feeling. 

The Society adjourned to meet in Newport, August 14th. 


London Smallpox Hospital.—For many years an immensely large es- 
tablishment for the maintenance and treatment of indigent smallpox pa- 
tients has been sustained by annual subscriptions at King’s Cross, Lon- 
don, on New Road—but the workmen are at present engaged in the work 
of demolition. Population has increased so rapidly in that region that the 
walls are no sanitary protection, and the plan is now to remove the estab- 
lishment some miles into the country, beyond the current of travel. The 
probability is, however, that all reception houses, under the name of pest 
or smallpox hospitals, will be wholly abandoned, ere long, for while it is 
understood that a maintenance is given those who are sick with that 
disease, people will not be vaccinated. The true and only way of pro- 
moting universal vaccination, is to offer no premiums for neglect of this 
duty, by special hospitals. Temporary provision, in emergencies, should 
alone receive the countenance of municipal governments. 
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